
Relets e - Immediate 

if migratory birds are to be increased OP their present numbers 

maintained, it is necessary to conserve water and march areas, say spe- 

cialists of the Biological Survey, of the United States Department of Agri- 

culture. Small lakes; swamps along coasts or inland; or marsh areas are 

used by these szaterfowl for feeding, resting, and rearing their young, 

and it is absolutely essential that during their migration and in winter 

the birds have 

Reports 

from all parts 

migratory *Al2 

the protection 

these necessary places in which to live. 

received by the Blolopical Survey during the last few months 

of t'-le country spree that the former alarming decrease in _2 

f 0:71 , :v;:: j.,-;l: precg-jctj +,;lp, Tr<,aty and the Act of Congress for 

of mi.rra.+.ory birda, hss ch:n~cd to :I marked increase. This 

successful outcome of a procAt coilse;-v:~iio~i mec?sLre has become apparent even 

more promptly than 33s anfici;s5ed. Thus the first important step toward 

insuring the pcrp4~irtion of r~kld foal--without question, a great national 

asset--has beer, rtctiieved. Another step cf almost equally vital importance, 

the specialists say, consists i:l the conservation of lakes and marsh areas. 

?&ii;)2 Value Yaund in S'Farnns -- ----- -.---..-~----.-..-:- 

The idea is prevalent ?,hat the drei natre of almost any area is of be* 

efit to a camunity, hut it is stated that under proper conditions Water 

f arminglf of many lakes and ponds, s.nd of msroh or swampy areas, will yield 

a larger return than 3ould the some zri-9 drsined and used for agriculture. 

Many such lakes u-d sreas, hcv:evar, car? :‘i; used to produce food and game 

fish, fur-bearing anima,ls, and a natural suppl;~ of ice. 13 some sections 

the profits from such use of marches exceeds the returns frcm adjacent 

farm lands. Theso lands and w:nter zreas are valuable in maintaining the 

the underground w&or level of the, aurro~ndEng farming section and help 

to hold back the run-off of rsinfal.1 and to provent excessive erosion. 

They may frequently be used as State parks or reservations, thus lending 



themselves admirably to edurntionol useo end affording opportunities for 

healthful and icte&&ngrecreaticn. 

"I believe,1' says Cr. % $7. TJelson, Chief of the Bureau of Biolog- 

ical Survey, "that a careful survey of She wa".er am3 marsh areas in any 

stats by msn properly versed in the plant and animal products, as V@ll as 

of the af;ricultural cap..ci+ies of the areas in question, will result in the 

great majority of cases in definitely determining the superior-value to the 

State of Such water areas in their natural conditions as against the Value 

of the k&swhich would be'left after they h.ad been drained. Furthermore, 

the exist%ence of these are:,s in the S-kto asifs greatly to the varied char- 

acter of the region where located and thus rerders it more generally nttrnct- 

ive 3s a place of rosidencc for i;he citizens. 

Draininff Srvnps Reduces slri!_d-f~~a!. Resorts 

"The EioloE;icelSurvsy is deeply interested ir. the proper conscr- 

vation of crater areas, since ths rapidly increasing drainage of lakes -tnd 

marshes throughout the country indicates that our Wild-fowf resorts and 

feeding places 4.11 be practicslly clio.inated from most of the States un- 

less an effort is made to conserve a considcrablc number of the best of 

thsn. 7:ith the elimination of such areas there will disappear opportun- 

ities for wild-fowl hunting, and there will be a Loss of other products 

and benefits proOided by such TJater areas." 

In connection with the administration of the Migratory-Eird Treaty 

Act, the Biological Survey is ndvoc+fng the establishment throughout the 

country of Federal and St.nte bird preserves. This is to LC accomplisFied 

through cooperation with the State fish and game ccmmissiocs. Throughout 

the country such riater arezis should be stri.cfly gulrdsd as breeding 'pro- ) 
. 

serves, thereby resulting in largely aug,mer,titg the available supp$,y. of 

birds, the specialists say. A certain proportion of such areas should be 

mzintaincS t%rouehout the year as sanctuaries where no shooting should bc 

permitted, but the majority of them should Se made wblic shooting-grounds 

during the open smson. This would in no way interfere with the use of 

these xreas as nesting places for wild fowl dur-hg the breeding season. 
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